When the Dust Settles: Exploring the Lived Experience of Refugee Families after Reunion
PROJECT INFORMATION SHEET
Together Now have been working on refugee family reunion since 2010. We want to learn more about families’ experiences after arriving in the UK. This will help us improve our services. We will also share the information with other organisations so they can also use it to improve their service to refugee families. 

Who can take part? ((you will need to fulfil all the criteria below)
· Families or couples who were reunited using a refugee family reunion visa

· Families or couples who were reunited before May 2021

· Families or couples who were supported by the British Red Cross, Together Now or who booked tickets themselves
· Families or couples where both the sponsor and arriving spouse want to take part
· Familes or couples who have basic English. We may be able to provide an interpreter if needed. 

Who will be involved? 

We are working in partnership with Maria Abranches, a researcher from the University of East Anglia. She has worked on many projects related to refugees and migration. She will meet with people and ask them about their experience. 

Maria will be supported by Nihaya Jaber, a research associate. Nihaya is an Arabic speaker and has experience of the UK asylum system. 

Together Now volunteers will support Maria and Nihaya.
How will we find out more about people’s experiences?

There are three ways we will do this:
1. Walking interviews. This is where you will go for a walk together and you can show Maria and Nihaya the area you live in, or another area of the city that is important to you. You will be asked to take photographs and record sounds in those areas. 

2. Individual interviews. This is where you will have a conversation with just Maria and Nihaya (or with only one of them). This will give them the opportunity to ask more detailed questions. 

3. Group workshops. These will be sesssions where you can meet other families involved in the research. You will be able to share how you feel about the project and discuss the initial findings. 

There will also be an opportunity to participate in the co-production of a short film using the photos and sounds you recorded and stories from the interviews, if you want to. This will be used to help people understand and change their views about refugees and their families.
If I take part how long will it take?

You can take part in one or all of these sessions. We expect each session to last around one hour. There will be travelling time on top of this. We will try and arrange the sessions at times and dates that are convenient for you. The co-production of the film will take longer as it will involve several editing sessions.
Why should I take part?

This is a good opportunity to feedback your experiences anonymously. The information you share in this project will be used to improve the services provided to other families going through the process of refugee family reunion. 

We will also use your feedback to advocate for refugee families and challenge some of the policies and processes that cause problems. 

It will also be an opportunity to make links with other families in your area. 

Will there be any cost to me?

You will not be paid for taking part. Together Now will reimburse any travel expenses. 
What will I be asked about?

It is your choice what information you share. 

We will ask you about:

· Your life before you came to the UK (you do not need to share any detail on negative experiences)

· How the family reunion process was for you and your family
· What challenges you have had when your family arrived in the UK
· Anything else you want to share about life in the UK after family reunion
What if I change my mind?
If you change your mind about taking part you can withdraw at any point. We will then discuss whether you want us to delete the information already collected. 

Will the research report be shared with me?
Yes. We will share this with everyone who takes part so they can review it before it is complete. Any recordings, films or images will also be shared.  

Will you use my name in the published report?

No. All participants can remain anonymous. We will not publish your name or personal details. It may be possible to show some of your photographs (and the film, if you decide to do it) in local exhibitions and online, in which case you can decide if you want to be identified as their author or maintain anonymity.
How can I get involved?
If you have any questions about taking part you can contact:

· Amy at Together Now on amy@togethernow.org.uk or 07929337837

· Maria at University of East Anglia on «questionsContact» IF true = "true" "Dr Maria Abranches (m.abranches@uea.ac.uk, 07506235126)" " («questionsContactEmail», «questionsContactTelephone»)" \* MERGEFORMAT 
m.abranches@uea.ac.uk  or 07506235126

This information sheet is for you to keep
PARTICIPANT CONSENT FORM (First Copy to Researcher)
Participation in this research study is voluntary. By giving consent to take part in this study you are telling us that you:

· Understand what you have read.

· Agree to take part in the research study as outlined below.

· Agree to the use of your personal information as described.
· You have received a copy of the Participant Information Sheet to keep.

I, ................................................................................... [PRINT NAME], am willing to participate in this research study.
In giving my consent I state that:
· I understand the purpose of the study, what I will be asked to do, and any risks/benefits involved. 
· I have read the Participant Information Sheet, which I may keep, for my records, and have been able to discuss my involvement in the study with the researchers if I wished to do so. 
· The researchers have answered any questions that I had about the study and I am happy with the answers.
· I understand that being in this study is completely voluntary and I do not have to take part. My decision whether to be in the study will not affect my relationship with the researchers or anyone else at the University of East Anglia (or Together Now) IF "Together Now" = "" "" "" \* MERGEFORMAT 
(or Together Now)
 now or in the future.
· I understand that I may withdraw my partiicpation if I do not wish to continue, and that unless I indicate otherwise any recordings will then be erased and the information provided will not be included in the study results. I also understand that I may refuse to answer any questions I don’t wish to answer.
· I understand that the results of this study may be published but that any publications will not contain my name or any identifiable information about me.
· I understand that personal information about me that is collected over the course of this project will be stored securely and will only be used for purposes that I have agreed to. I understand that information about me will only be told to others with my permission, except as required by law.
I consent to:

Audio-recording           


YES
(
NO
(
" "" \* MERGEFORMAT 

Audio-recording           


YES
(
NO
(


Video-recording            


YES
(
NO
(

Observations                 


YES
(
NO
(
" "" \* MERGEFORMAT 

Notes to be taken            

YES
(
NO
(


Photographs                 


YES
(
NO
(

Reviewing transcripts   


YES
(
NO
(
" "" \* MERGEFORMAT 

Reviewing transcripts   


YES
(
NO
(



Experiments                  


YES
(
NO
(
" "" \* MERGEFORMAT 


«additionalConsents» IF ""= "" "" "" \* MERGEFORMAT 

 

I consent to: Deposit of data in a repository 
YES
(
NO
(" "" \* MERGEFORMAT 
The data collected in this study will be deposited with a repository to allow it to be made available for scholarly and educational purposes, but the data will not contain my name or any identifiable information about me.
I consent to: Deposit of data in a repository 
YES
(
NO
(


Would you like to receive feedback about the overall results of this study? 







YES
(
NO
(
If you answered YES, please indicate your preferred form of feedback and address:
( Postal: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________
( Email:
___________________________________________________
" "" \* MERGEFORMAT 

Would you like to receive feedback about the overall results of this study? 







YES
(
NO
(
If you answered YES, please indicate your preferred form of feedback and address:
( Postal: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________
( Email:
___________________________________________________


...................................................................
Signature 
...................................................................
PRINT name
...................................................................
Date

PARTICIPANT CONSENT FORM (Second Copy to Participant)
Participation in this research study is voluntary. By giving consent to take part in this study you are telling us that you:

· Understand what you have read.

· Agree to take part in the research study as outlined below.

· Agree to the use of your personal information as described.

· You have received a copy of the Participant Information Sheet to keep.

I, ................................................................................... [PRINT NAME], am willing to participate in this research study.

In giving my consent I state that:

· I understand the purpose of the study, what I will be asked to do, and any risks/benefits involved. 

· I have read the Participant Information Sheet, which I may keep, for my records, and have been able to discuss my involvement in the study with the researchers if I wished to do so. 

· The researchers have answered any questions that I had about the study and I am happy with the answers.

· I understand that being in this study is completely voluntary and I do not have to take part. My decision whether to be in the study will not affect my relationship with the researchers or anyone else at the University of East Anglia (or Together Now) IF "Together Now" = "" "" "" \* MERGEFORMAT 
(or Together Now)
 now or in the future.

· I understand that I may withdraw my partiicpation if I do not wish to continue, and that unless I indicate otherwise any recordings will then be erased and the information provided will not be included in the study results. I also understand that I may refuse to answer any questions I don’t wish to answer.
· I understand that the results of this study may be published but that any publications will not contain my name or any identifiable information about me.
· I understand that personal information about me that is collected over the course of this project will be stored securely and will only be used for purposes that I have agreed to. I understand that information about me will only be told to others with my permission, except as required by law.
I consent to:


Audio-recording           


YES
(
NO
(
" "" \* MERGEFORMAT 

Audio-recording           


YES
(
NO
(


Video-recording            


YES
(
NO
(

Observations                 


YES
(
NO
(
" "" \* MERGEFORMAT 

Notes to be taken            

YES
(
NO
(


Photographs                 


YES
(
NO
(

Reviewing transcripts   


YES
(
NO
(
" "" \* MERGEFORMAT 

Reviewing transcripts   


YES
(
NO
(



Experiments                  


YES
(
NO
(
" "" \* MERGEFORMAT 


«additionalConsents» IF ""= "" "" "" \* MERGEFORMAT 

 

I consent to: Deposit of data in a repository 
YES
(
NO
(" "" \* MERGEFORMAT 
The data collected in this study will be deposited with a repository to allow it to be made available for scholarly and educational purposes, but the data will not contain my name or any identifiable information about me.

I consent to: Deposit of data in a repository 
YES
(
NO
(


Would you like to receive feedback about the overall results of this study? 







YES
(
NO
(
If you answered YES, please indicate your preferred form of feedback and address:

( Postal: 
___________________________________________________


___________________________________________________

( Email:
___________________________________________________

" "" \* MERGEFORMAT 

Would you like to receive feedback about the overall results of this study? 







YES
(
NO
(
If you answered YES, please indicate your preferred form of feedback and address:

( Postal: 
___________________________________________________


___________________________________________________

( Email:
___________________________________________________



...................................................................

Signature 

...................................................................

PRINT name

...................................................................

Date
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